
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 8th November 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Martin Mulleady, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 





Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 





Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, Colm Murray, 





Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton 




and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Mr. Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer.





Mr. Donall Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.





Ms. Louise Kiernan, Senior Executive Planner.





Ms. Lorraine O’Connor, Regeneration Officer.

APOLOGY:


Councillor P.J. Reilly.




MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Presentation on the draft River Basin Management Plan by South Eastern River Basin District.
Karen Kennedy, Local Authority Water & Communities Office, attended the meeting.
Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer, gave a comprehensive presentation regarding engagement and feedback on work undertaken to prioritise areas for further investigation as part of the 
2nd Cycle of the River Basin Management Plan measures  -  the Draft River Basin Management Plan outlines the importance of our natural water resources, the many pressures on our waters and the measures proposed to address these pressures.  
The role of the Local Authority is to work with communities and the public to engage in the planning process and participate in taking action with the Local Authority Water & Communities Office.  Karen encouraged the members to notify her office of the details of communities who wish to engage with LAWCO
Tom and Karen outlined details of the following and emphasised that the Draft Plan is a work in progress, capturing community input and technical aspects  –
· Regulations and Consultations as part of the Process.

· Response to Significant Water Management Issues Consultation on the Draft Plan –

establishment of National Water Forum and Local Authority Waters and Community Office.
· Establishment of catchments.ie website.

Karen outlined how areas recommended by multi-agency workshops were prioritised for further investigation  -   Multi Agency involving Local Authorities, LAWCO, IW, IFI, Forest Service, Coillte, NPWS, NFGWS, DAFM, with significant scientific input from EPA. 
· Agencies examined -
· Water body status 

· Water bodies at risk of not meeting WFD Objectives 

· Took account of -
· Priorities in draft Plan
· Feasibility of achieving good status and 
· A common sense approach 
· Local priorities 
Next Stage.

· An  agreed work programme on recommended areas for action will be incorporated into Final River Basin Management Plan which should be finalised before the end of 2017.
· Public bodies will continue to implement existing programme of measures to improve water quality, 

· Enhanced & supporting measures will develop as the plan rolls out 

· National Water Forum will act as an umbrella group for all stakeholders

· LAWCO will drive public engagement and participation with communities and stakeholders at local level. 

· Co-ordinated National, Regional and local governance structures will work together to improve implementation. 

· Progress on implementation will be tracked and information shared

The members reiterated their concern regarding the fallout from the dissolution of the Rinn and Blackwater Joint Drainage Committee.   They also asked for an extension to the slurry spreading deadline.   The issue of the accumulation of silt in the River Shannon was raised and also that the River Camlin should be accessible for navigation.
Meeting with Transport Infrastructure Ireland on the 16th November 2017.

J. Brannigan informed the members that representatives from TII will meet with a delegation from Longford County Council on the 16th November. 

Names of eight members to attend the meeting to be forwarded to Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor S. Butler, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13th September 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.

VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
Councillor M. Mulleady and all the members expressed sympathy to Donall Mac An Bheatha on the sad death of his brother, Padraig.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 12th July 2017
as circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that two Public Liability Claims were received during September 2017.

Overdraft Accommodation of €5.5m for year ending 31st December 2018.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to approve of overdraft of €5.5m for year ending 31st December 2018.
CCTV Oakvale Housing Estate, Longford.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that funding be ringfenced for CCTV Camera at Oakvale Housing Estate in Longford town.

Rates Revaluations.

In reply to a request from Councillor J. Duffy that rural shops be graded independently for rates revaluation, J. McKeon stated that this is a function of the Valuation Office not the Local Authority .  He also confirmed that there is an appeals mechanism in place. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee Meeting.

The adopted Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy   
 Committee Meeting held on the 22nd May 2017, as circulated, were noted.

Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee Meeting.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy
 Committee Meeting held the 15th May 2017, as circulated, were noted.
Update on Regeneration Programme.
An update on the Regeneration Programme was given by Lorraine O’Connor, Regeneration Officer  -

· Funding under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2017  -  the members welcomed funding under the 2017 Town and Village Renewal Scheme announced by Minister Ring in Granard on the 4th October 2017.

· URBACT Good Practice Award. 

· Update on projects – Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2016 

· Works on the new Camlin River Bridge.

· Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.

· URBACT MAPS Project.

· Town Teams.

· Appointment of Executive Architect.

· Vacant Sites.

· Strategic Sites that may require CPO process.

· Integrated Action Plan.

· Regeneration Plan for Longford County. 

The Cathaoirleach and Members congratulated the Unfinished Housing Estates Team on being awarded the EU Good Practice Award in Estonia.
Barbara asked for the members support in encouraging community groups to consider possible projects for future funding and that the Municipal Districts, as part of their 2018 GMA process, consider an allocation for match funding.  Community groups must be made aware of their requirement to provide match funding when considering possible projects.

Preparation of Register of Electors.
B. Heslin briefed the members on the preparation of Draft Register 2018/2019.

Statutory Adverts were placed in Longford Leader on the 30th August 2017. Any person aged 18 and over and resident in the county on 1st September 2017 is eligible to be included on the Draft Register.  Corporate Services Deadline for receipt of completed RFA and Postal Voters forms is Friday 20th October 2015 (Statutory Deadline is October 25th however owing to October Bank Holiday the draft register must be printed and ready to send out to Garda Stations, Libraries etc. by Friday 27th October).  Barbara requested the Elected Members co-operation with earlier deadline to greatest extent possible.
The Draft Register to be despatched on Friday 27th October for display in public places by 1st November.

All RFA forms and Postal Voters forms were revised to include Eircodes and only these forms will be used.

An Advert will be placed in Longford Leader edition of 25th October 2017 advising of Draft Publication.   Applicants not included on published Draft Register may apply for inclusion during period 1st to 25th November inclusive.  Decision on such applications will be made by County Registrar.  Revision Court Sittings will be scheduled by the County Registrar for hearing in December to consider any applications for revisions to published Draft Register of Electors.

2018/2019 Register of Electors including any additions to Draft Register will be published on February 1st 2018 and will come into effect on 15th February 2018
Funding for Festivals - Correspondence from Failte Ireland and Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor G. Warnock.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy  -

“I am proposing that Longford County Council write to Deputy Shane Ross, Minister for 

Transport, Tourism & Sport and ask him to direct Failte Ireland to adapt the terms and reference of their Regional Festivals and Participative Events Fund to ensure that each Local Authority receive a fair portion of the €3.7m fund by setting a minimum allocation of €50,000 per Local Authority.   It is completely unacceptable that Longford’s allocation is a mere €2,000 or 0.05% of the national fund. 

The current methodology discriminates against counties like Longford who are being penalised because of lack of accommodation despite the efforts being made by the local authority and many community groups to expand the tourism product within the county. 

It is my assertion that counties who are in the process of developing their tourism potential are more in need of funding from national agencies than the already established tourist destinations who after decades of national investment and focus are at a stage where they can attract massive corporate funding to fuel their events. 

I am asking that this motion be forwarded to the AILG, LAMA, CCMA and to our Constituency TD’s.”

B. Heslin outlined details of correspondence received from Bord Failte regarding 2018 Funding Allocation to Longford County Council.  

It was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council write to Fáilte Ireland, with a copy to Minister Shane Ross, requesting an increase in the 2018 allocation to €50,000 for Regional Festivals and Participative Events in support of the Council's Tourism Strategy and to assist community groups in developing, growing and expanding festivals in the County.

Draft National Planning Framework.
Donall Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, updated the members regarding the Draft National Planning Framework.  In particular, Donall referred to Longford County Council’s submission to “Issues and Consultation Paper” in March 2017 in which Longford County Council requested that the National Planning Framework tackles the national imbalance that has developed over the last forty years by specifically and actively intervening and directing jobs and infrastructural investment into the northern section of the midlands and east region, and the northern and western region.  

P. Mahon, Chief Executive, noted the level of disappointment and frustration felt by the Elected Members and expressed concern that it appeared that Longford County Council’s first submission was not regarded.  He emphasised that the Council’s next submission needs to reinforce the Council’s key points and highlight the changes which would address the current imbalance in the document.  

The following issues were highlighted by the members –

· Role of the Midlands in addressing regional development and national imbalance

· Importance of the N4/N5 route.

· Upgrading of Train Network.

· Strategic Use of Peatlands. 

· The need for a city in the midlands.

· Off shore renewable energy.
Donall stated that final submissions can be made up to 12 noon on Friday, 3 November 2017.  The final National Planning Framework report is expected in December.

Interim Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Statutory Plans, Renewable Energy and Climate Change and Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006 – Update on Review.

Donall MacAnBheatha summarised the Planning Circular letter PL 5/2017 which was received in August addressing -

· Interim Guidelines relate to Statutory Plans, Renewable Energy and Climate Change.

· Update on the Review of the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006

The interim guidelines were issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.   This section of the Act requires planning authorities and An Bord Pleanala to have regard to these interim guidelines and apply any specific planning policy requirements in the interim guidelines in the performance of their functions.  
The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government continues to advise Local Authorities to defer amending their existing Development Plan policies in relation to wind energy and renewable energy until completion of a focused review of the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006.

Donall provided a summary of the preferred draft approach to the Review of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines which focuses on six key aspects –

· Sound/Noise

· Visual Amenity Setback

· Shadow Flicker

· Consultation Obligations

· Community Dividend

· Grid Connections

Donall outlined a proposed timetable, commencing in Quarter 1 2018, for the development of a Wind Strategy which would form part of the County Development Plan review which is due to commence in 2019.

The Elected Members again voiced their support for the Notice of Motion, which was agreed at the meeting held on 10 May 2017, that industrial wind turbines should be set back a distance of ten times the tip height of the proposed turbine from residential properties and other centres of human habitation.  They expressed concern that the possible variation did not appear to be progressed and had been stalled following the receipt of the Circular.  While recognising the guidelines issued by the Department, they asked that the Executive commence the process of varying the County Development Plan to reflect the Notice of Motion.

Councillor G. Warnock questioned if there is a legal basis for the Interim Guidelines and if these guidelines override the Notice of Motion of Motion agreed in May.

Councillor M. Carrigy suggested that legal advice be sought as to whether or not the Elected Members had the power to direct the Executive to vary the County Development Plan.

Councillor M. Sexton suggested that the Elected Members will have to seek their own independent legal advice.

Councillor S. Butler suggested that legal advice be sought before the November Council meeting and, if available in advance of this meeting, a special meeting of the Council should be held.

The Chief Executive, Paddy Mahon, explained that, subsequent to the Elected Members' Notice of Motion to vary the County Development Plan, a directive from the Minister was received which had a direct impact on this possible variation.  This raised concerns for the Executive and he now considered it appropriate to seek legal advice on the matter.  Paddy confirmed that the Executive would move ahead with obtaining legal advice on whether or not the Elected Members can direct the Executive to proceed with a variation to the County Development Plan.  He again recommended that the Elected Members consider the timeframe outlined by Donall.

The Members agreed to convene a Special Meeting, within the next two weeks, to consider the legal advice.

GENERAL.
Correspondence – circulated.
Correspondence received from the Office of the Minister for Health regarding car parking in hospitals for cancer patients was noted.
Vacancy on Midland Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Force.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. O’Toole seconded that 

Councillor P.J. Reilly replace Councillor Padraig Loughrey on the Midland Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Force.
Mortgage Interest Relief. 

Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that the Minister for Finance be requested to review the budgetary proposal to phase out the Mortgage Interest Relief Scheme between now and 2020 and propose that he continues with the scheme as is for a period of five years (and thereafter review).  This request to be copied to the Longford/Westmeath members of the Oireachtas.
Vote of Congratulations.

Peter Hanley Motors 2017 Senior Football Championship Final.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor J. Duffy, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of congratulations be extended to the Mullinalaghta Senior Football Team who won the Peter Hanley Motors 2017 Senior Football Championship Final.

Taste of Lakelands.

Councillor M. Casey congratulated the organisers of the successful Taste of the Lakelands Food Festival held in Lanesboro. 

New Brand Name for the Midlands Region.

Councillor M. Carrigy welcomed the fact that Failte Ireland is proposing to rebrand the counties, including County Longford, that fall outside the existing tourism areas - the Wild Atlantic Way and Irelands Ancient East.
Slurry Spreading Extension.

Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marine requesting an extension to the slurry spreading deadline.
Training.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
8th November 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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